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SCORE TRAITS COMMENTS

_____/25 Points

Clear, Well Organized, Well Developed Ideas
            Topic is clear.
            Thesis is clear and organized, the last sentence
            of the introduction.
            Each paragraph has a clear, effective topic
            sentence and concluding/transition sentence.
            Supporting details clearly relate to the topic and
            are meaningful.
            Content in body paragraphs is appropriate to the
             topic.
            Transitions are used effectively.
            Introduction, body paragraphs, conclusion
            provide logical sequencing of ideas, leading to
            understandable, appropriate content.

______/15 points

Writing Style
            Varied sentence patterns
            Word choice includes strong verbs
            Vague, overused, repetitive language is avoided
             (a lot, very, great, really, etc).
             No first person.
             Vocabulary choice is interesting and thoughtful.

______/15 points

Grammar, Usage, Mechanics
            No run-on sentences.
            No sentence fragments.
            Subject/Verb agreement; correct verb tense
             usage.
            No use of contractions.
            Punctuation & capitalization is correct.
            Spelling is error free.

_____/25 points

MLA Documentation/Plagiarism
            Works Cited is formatted correctly.**
            Information from Works Cited is cited properly in
            paper.
            All paraphrased information, except ‘common’ or
            ‘general’ knowledge is cited parenthetically.
            All quotations are cited parenthetically.
            Text is in the student’s own words or is properly
            documented.**
            Reputable sources used in support of thesis. 

_____/20 points

Research Paper Requirements
             Maximum 8 page length.
                Appropriate # of sources used correlated to page length.
             Title of paper is placed on first page.
             Name, teacher, course, & date formatted on first
             page.
             Times New Roman, 12 pt font
             Double spaced, 1” margins
             Research paper and components housed in Google

Items underlined and starred** must be complete and correct in order to receive a 
passing score for the research paper.


